
 

The Hmong American Center, Inc.   



 

HISTORY AND PURPOSE OF THE HMONG WAUSAU FESTIVAL 

We are excited to announce that the Hmong American Center, Inc. will be hosting our third annual 
Hmong Wausau Festival in Wausau, WI.  

The purpose of the Hmong Sports, Music, and Arts Festival is to shed light on the existing sports, 
music, and arts in the Hmong community. The Hmong Sports, Music, and Arts Festival is planned to be 
a two day event on July 28 and July 29, 2018. During the Hmong Wausau Festival we will showcase 
Hmong music, traditional Hmong dancing, modern breakdancing, a variety of competitions including 
the Mr. Hmong Royalty Pageant, Hmong food, and also there will be Hmong vendors to sell and 
showcase their artwork. 

PURPOSE OF THE MR. HMONG ROYALTY PAGEANT 

The purpose of this pageant is to build, and give the opportunities to develop our future leaders in the 
Hmong community. In the past, young Hmong men lack the adequate amount of confidence and 
ability to step up and take a role in this community. We are hoping that through this pageant, we will 
be able to encourage and develop confidence in our young Hmong men. With the confidence that they 
build, we hope that they will be willing to step up to lead our community into the future. We truly 
believe that not only will this pageant help build confidence, it will also help educate our younger 
generations about our culture and language. In addition, we believe that this will be a great 
opportunity for our young men (youths) to become involved with the community. How? After you win 
the title, the 1st place, 2nd place, and 3rd place, you will be required to volunteer and become active in 
the community through community services. In addition, you are expected to be a role model for the 
younger generations.  

To add on, there has never been a pageant focused entirely on Hmong young men. Many pageants in 
the past has given opportunities to many young Hmong women; This pageant will be the first all men 
pageant. This pageant is a great cause and a great opportunity for our young Hmong men. It will be a 
lifetime experience for young men to work together with leaders in the community in hopes of 
bringing everyone together, uniting each other and helping the community strive forward towards 
achieving the goal of a unified community. This pageant will help build leaders who will further pave 
the road for our future generations to follow.  
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QUALIFICATIONS 
Contestants must meet all of the following qualifications in order to participate in the Mr. Hmong 

Royalty Pageant: 

● Contestants must be from Hmong descent. 
● Contestants must be 17-30 years old by July 27, 2019. 

o ALL contestants under the age of 18 requires parental permission to compete in the 
pageant. 

● Contestants cannot be married, have a child, divorced, widower, exotic dancer (before, and 
during your reign/candidacy). 

● Contestants cannot have criminal convictions and must have no criminal history. (Background 
checks will be conducted prior to your application acceptance.) 

● Contestants MUST fully complete the application and turn in the $75 registration fee by May 30, 
2019. 

o Your application is NOT complete without the registration fee. 
o You will receive a confirmation and/or acceptance notification by phone or email. 

● Person must identify as male/man 

o We understand the need to create a positive space for all types of male role models. We 

understand that a person’s merits are not measured by their gender identity, sexuality, 

and gender expression (and we will not discriminate someone based on these), but by 

their behaviors and contributions that they make to the greater Hmong community, to 

the individual and to the greater Hmong people. The Mr. Hmong Royalty pageant is 

designed to uplift male role models from various different experiences of life and 

background.  

 
 

 

REGISTRATION 

Registration Fee: $75.00 (non-refundable) 
Last day to register is May 30, 2019 

 
The Mr. Hmong Royalty Pageant committee will provide you with the following: 

● One Sash 
● One button with your assigned number 
● Pageant Contestants ID Badges 
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TRAINING SESSIONS 

The first orientation training session will begin on June 15, 2019 from 11am-6pm at the Hmong 
American Center, Inc. in Wausau, Wisconsin. You are responsible for your own travel and lodging, 
(expenses, and booking).  
 
You are welcome to seek further coaching and trainings at your own expenses. For out of state 
contestants videos will be provided for the use of practicing. Please note that ALL trainings are 
mandatory; a schedule will be sent out to all contestants. For any urgent or unforeseen circumstances 
please communicate with pageant coordinator. 

PRIZES/AWARD AND REWARDS 

 
Awards and Prizes 
Winners will receive the following prizes: 

● 1st Place: $2,500.00 & Crown/Sash 
● 2nd Place: $1,500.00 & Sash 
● 3rd Place: $1,000.00 & Sash 

 
 
The First, Second, and Third Place winners’ prizes will be awarded and given to the contestant after the                  
crowning ceremony. First, Second, and Third Place winners’, 50% of the prize money will be held                
until he completes their full term as a member of the Royal Court 2019. In the event that he                   
FAILS to complete their duty or full year term, the remaining 50% of the prize money will not be                   
awarded. The winners will be required to surrender his crown and the title of Mr. Hmong Royalty. The                  
title and the crown will be transferred to the 1st Runner Up.  
 
Additional Awards 
Mr. Congeniality 
Mr. Popularity 
 
Mr. Congeniality will be voted on one contestant who is friendly, welcoming, and always helping others. 
This reward will be voted on among the contestants. The contestants will not be able to vote for 
themselves but only for someone else.  
 
Mr. Popularity will be voted on one contestant who sold the most t-shirts. 
 
Winner for each category will receive a trophy of recognition.  
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ROUNDS OF THE PAGEANT COMPETITION  

Round 1: Introduction Attire Round in Hmong Clothes 

In this round all the contestants will be given 5 minutes maximum to introduce themselves to the audience and 
judges. This round need to include: name, education, hobbies, and sponsors. If fail to include all of the listed and 
over the maximum time- points will be deducted!! 

During this round the contestant MUST speak Hmong. 

Round 2: Platform Attire Round in Evening Suit 

In this round the contestants will be given 10 minutes to talk about a challenge in the Hmong Community. This 
may involve/include: divorce, preserving our Hmong Culture,  racial discrimination etc... The contestants will not 
only talk about a challenge, but come up with a solution on how they will address these issues or challenges. 

For this round the contestants will introduce and summarize their platform in Hmong first and then proceed to 
explain in details, their platform in English (this is in preparation for the event that there are non-Hmong 
speaking judges). 

Round 3: Talent Attire Round in a self-chosen Outfit  

In this round the contestants will be given 5-7 minutes to showcase a talent on their own choosing. The 
contestants will have a chance to explain what their talent is about. This round will be entirely planned out by 
the contestant, and talent must be appropriate to the audience. Back up dancers and singers are not allowed. 
The usage of anything that is flammable or weapons of any kind will not be allowed. You are responsible for 
setting up your own props. The pageant committee is only responsible for the equipments that we provide. Must 
get an approval from the pageant committee for safety hazards. 

Talent MUST be original from the contestant!  

Round 4: Question Attire Round in Hmong Clothes 

In this round the contestants will be given a secret question to answer upon, therefore the contestants will not 
be given the question in advance. The contestants will have a maximum of 5 minutes to answer the question. 
Topics to prepare for will include cultural, politics, and social norms etc… The contestant will answer the 
question to the best of his ability and knowledge. 

For this round the contestants MUST speak in Hmong 

DURING THE COMPETITION 
You agree to behave in an appropriate, respected and professional manner at all times. During the 
competition you are a representative of the Pageant competition, Hmong American Center, and the 
Hmong community. Any disruptive behavior or manner may result in your termination and removal 
from the competition.  
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CRITICISM 

Like all other competition, criticism is evident, crucial and a part of the competition life. By applying for 
this Pageant, you agree to be open minded prior, during, and after the competition. These criticisms 
may include but are not limited to your costume apparel, modeling, speech, and physical appearance. 
You are more than welcome to discuss your feelings and concerns with us. You are not required to 
respond to any criticism from other contestants or third parties. If you have any concerns or questions 
please do not hesitate to contact the pageant coordinator, deputy coordinator or any of the trainers.  

YOUR RESPONSIBILITY 

Contestants must participate in ALL rounds on July 27-28, 2019. 
● Contestants will be disqualified if arrived late in any round this includes opening dance/walks 

and closing walks. 
 
Wardrobe, Costume and Make-Up 
You are responsible for your own wardrobe and costumes. All wardrobe and costumes must be 
according to the guidelines. Make-Up is your own responsibility.  
 
Talent 
By signing this application, you are confirming and acknowledge that your talent may not be a 
performance copied from another individual. Your talent must be your own. For singing talents: if the 
song is covered, credit must be given to its original owners. Contestants are responsible for their own 
music and props.  
 

BRIBERY AND SPONSORSHIPS 

Bribery 
You as a contestant agree to abstain from bribery in any form (monetary, valuable goods, or services) to 
anyone in the Hmong community, whether family related or not. You shall not participate in any bribery 
to increase your chances of winning.   
 
If you are involved in any activity of bribery, we reserve the right to remove you from the Pageant 
competition.  
 
Sponsorship 
Your own immediate sponsorship is allowed and encouraged. The sponsorship may help with anything 
you need for the competition. The Pageant Coordinators may assist you with finding sponsors if you are 
in need of one. Sponsorship money cannot be used towards the t-shirt fundraiser.  
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PHOTO RELEASE 

 
Contestant hereby grant the following rights and permissions to the Hmong American Center, Inc., his/her heirs,              
legal representatives, and assigns, those for whom the Hmong American Center, Inc. is acting, and those acting                 
with his/her authority and permission. They have the irrevocable, perpetual and unrestricted right and permission             
to take, use, re-use, publish, and republish photographic portraits or pictures of the contestant or in which                 
contestant may be included, in whole or in part, or composite or distorted in character or form, without restriction                   
as to changes or alterations, in conjunction with contestant own or a fictitious name, or reproductions thereof in                  
color or otherwise, made through any medium at his/her studios or elsewhere, and in any and all media now or                   
hereafter known, specifically including but not limited to print media and distribution over the internet for                
illustration, promotion, art, editorial, advertising, trade, or any other purpose whatsoever.  

Contestant specifically consent to the digital compositing or distortion of the portraits or pictures, including               
without restriction any changes or alterations as to color, size, shape, perspective, context, foreground or               
background. Contestant also consent to the use of any published matter in conjunction with such photographs.                
Contestant hereby waive any right that Contestant may have to inspect or approve the finished product or                 
products and the advertising copy or other matter that may be used in connection with them or the use to which                     
they may be applied. Contestant understand that the images of Contestant may be used in public-service                
advertisements to promote awareness. Knowing that such uses may intentionally or unintentionally give rise to the                
impression that I am in some way with this issue/topic, Contestant nevertheless consent to this use.  

Contestant hereby release, discharge, and agree to hold harmless Hmong American Center, Inc., and their heirs,              
legal representatives, and assigns, and all persons acting under the Hmong American Center, Inc.’s permission or              
authority or those for whom he/she is acting, from any liability by virtue of any blurring, distortion, alteration,                
optical illusion, or use in composite form, whether intentional or otherwise, that may occur or be produced in the                   
taking of such photographs or in any subsequent processing of them, as well as any publication of them, including                   
without limitation any claims for libel or violation of any right of publicity or privacy. 

Contestant hereby warrants that Contestant is of full age and has the right to contract in Contestant’s own name.                   
Contestant has read the above authorization, release, and agreement, prior to its execution, and Contestant is fully                 
familiar with the contents of this document. This document shall be binding upon Contestant and Contestant’s                
heirs, legal representatives, and assigns. By signing this sheet, I hereby acknowledge and admitting that I am                 
signing this sheet of my own free will. 
 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 
Contestant’s Signature Date 

 
 
 
__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent or Guardian’s Signature (under 18) Date 
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YOUR DUTY AS MR. HMONG ROYALTY AND THE ROYALTY COURT 

The members of the Royalty Court must not participate in spreading, conceiving or developing any 
rumors, slander or libel about any judges, other contestants, or any other representatives or participants 
of the pageant, event, and/or the Hmong American Center, Inc. You, as the Royalty Court, are required 
to abide by the following rules and responsibilities set forth by the Pageant Coordinators, the Hmong 
Wausau Festival Planning Committee, the Hmong American Center, Inc. and other representatives of the 
Center. The Hmong American Center, Inc.’s representatives reserves the right to remove the title, the 
crown and the remaining prize money and bestow it upon the runner up. (example: 1st Place’s title 
removed, will then be bestowed upon 2nd Place). 
 

● Volunteer Hours accomplished by the end of your term 
○ Mr. Hmong Royalty must complete 150 hours  
○ Mr. Hmong Royalty, 1st Prince must complete 100 hours 
○ Mr. Hmong Royalty, 2nd Prince must complete 50 hours. 
○ 25% of the hours MUST be in Wausau, Wisconsin. 

■ Volunteer Hours must be submitted to the Pageant Coordinator monthly.  
■ Will make good faith effort to attend events requested my Hmong American 

Center or the Pageant Committee 
● Mr. Hmong Royalty (1st Place), 1st Prince (2nd Place), and 2nd Prince (3rd Place) are required to sit 

on the Royalty Court as a committee member. 
● The Royalty Court is required to meet at least once every other month. 
● The Royalty Court will be chaired and led by Mr. Hmong Royalty and the Pageant Coordinator.  

○ The Royalty Court’s vision, platform (based on their platform round during the 
competition), and goals will be determined and set by Mr. Hmong Royalty and the 
Pageant Coordinator. At the end of the reign, the Royalty Court must report to the 
Hmong American Center, Inc. about a summary of what the Royalty Court has 
accomplished that year.  

● The members of the Royalty Court must behave in a professional and well manner.  
● The members of the Royalty Court will be a good role model in the Hmong community. 
● The members of the Royalty Court will participate and help out with local agencies and/or 

organizations as requested. 
● The members of the Royalty Court will speak and attend at community events during the 

crowning year as instructed. 
○ Members of the Royalty Court will not wear their sash and/or crown if not approved by 

the pageant committee.  
● The members of the Royalty Court, Mr. Hmong Royalty, 1st Prince, and 2nd Prince is required to 

raise $1,000.00 for the Mr. Hmong Royalty Pageant by the end of their reign. 
● The members of the Royalty Court is required to assist with the next year’s festival and pageant. 

○ The members of the Royalty Court will assist with the training of the future contestants.  
○ Training hours does not count towards your volunteer hours.  

● The members of the Royalty Court will assist with the crowning and thereafter; if requested by 
the Planning Committee, the Pageant Coordinators and the Hmong American Center, Inc.  
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● The members of the Royalty Court will refrain from using their title, the reputation of the 
Hmong American Center, Inc., the Mr. Hmong Royalty pageant and the Hmong Wausau Festival 
for their own gain.  

● The members of the Royalty Court will refrain forming your own group/team/organization. You 
are a representative of the Hmong American Center, Inc., the Royalty Court, the Mr. Hmong 
Royalty Pageant, and the Hmong Wausau Festival.  

● The members of the Royalty Court are prohibited from participating in political gains or actions 
during your reigning term.  

 
The members of the Royalty Court must maintain ALL the pageant qualifications for one year until 
fulfillment of their term. Failure to do so will result in forfeiting your title and the remaining 50% of 
the prize money. 
 

TERMINATION 

 
The Pageant Coordinators, the Hmong Wausau Festival, the Hmong American Center, Inc. and its 
representatives reserves the right to remove any contestant(s). In addition, the Pageant Coordinators, 
the Hmong Wausau Festival, the Hmong American Center, Inc. and its representatives reserves the right 
to strip any contestant(s) and/or winner’s titles for any reason.  
 
Upon termination, the Hmong American Center, Inc. must give a proper written notice within 24 hours 
after notifying the title holder.  
 

TIE BREAKER 

A secret question will be provided if there is a tie within the top 3 after Round 4, Final Question Round. 

As one contestant is up on stage, the other contestant will be wearing headphones played with loud 

music to ensure that he does not hear the secret question. 
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LIABILITY 

The Hmong American Center, Inc., Pageant Coordinators, Hmong Wausau Festival, and its representatives is not 
liable for any cost incurred by the Pageant application, and/or pageant activities and/or competition.  
 
Upon signing this contract/agreement, you acknowledge that you have read all the parts in this document and that 
I agree to abide by its policies and terms as discussed in this contract.  
 
I understand there will be consequences, even the possibility of termination if I fail to follow the policies as 
described in this document.  
 
By signing this form, I (or my guardians and heirs) understand and assume FULL responsibility for anything that 
may occur to me, and/or my family during, from, and to events. I fully agree to release and discharge the Hmong 
American Center, Inc., its volunteers, legal representatives, agents, staffs, board or any representatives of the 
Hmong American Center, Inc. for any injury, death, item loss and/or damage that may occur whether caused by 
myself, my family, friends or any other person/people and or third parties. 
 

I agree to indefinitely defend, release and discharge the Hmong American Center, Inc., its volunteers, legal 

representatives, agents, staffs, board or any representatives of the Hmong American Center, Inc. from any 

responsibility in the past, present or future.  

 

By signing this form, I agree to be responsible for any fees, legal cost, court cost, or damages that may occur 

because of my or my family’s negligent, reckless or willful action.  

 

Any legal or equitable claim that may arise from my participation in this pageant, and after, shall be resolved by 

Wisconsin Law.  

 

By signing this form, I am acknowledging that I have read this document and understand it. I further understand 

that by signing this release, I am voluntarily surrendering certain legal rights.  

 

(Under 18) By signing this form, I as the parent or guardian of the contestant listed in this document, am 

acknowledging that I have read this document and understand it. I further understand that by signing this release, 

I am voluntarily surrendering certain legal rights. 

 

 

 

 

Contestant Signature Date 

Or Parent/Guardian Signature 

 

 

 

 

Hmong American Center, Inc. Representative Date 
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CONTESTANT INFORMATION 

CONTESTANT  INFORMATION 

Name:  

Preferred name: (This name will be on your sash) 

Date of birth:  Age  

Birth Place:  

Current address: 

City: State: ZIP Code: 

Phone Number  

Cell Phone Number  

Email  

Father’s Name  Mother’s Name  

Please provide us with a list of your previous volunteer projects 
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Why are you interested in competing for the Mr. Hmong Royalty pageant? 

 

What do you strongly believe is a problem in the Hmong community? Why?  

 

 

Do you identify yourself as any of the following?  

❏ Protected Veteran  
❏ Veteran 

If so, please provide your DD214 information.  
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SPONSORSHIP 

Date:  

Business Contact 
Person: 

 

Business Name:  

Business Address:  

Business Telephone:  

Email:  

 

Date:  

Business Contact 
Person: 

 

Business Name:  

Business Address:  

Business Telephone:  

Email:  

 

Date:  

Business Contact 
Person: 

 

Business Name:  

Business Address:  

Business Telephone:  

Email:  
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CONCLUSION 

 

On behalf of the Hmong American Center, Inc., The Hmong Wausau Festival, and the Mr. Hmong 

Royalty Pageant, thank you for your interest in our pageant. If you have any questions or concerns, 

please do not hesitate to contact the Hmong American Center, Inc. at 715-842-8390. 

 

Please return all the required documents to: 

 

Hmong American Center, Inc. 

Attn: Mr. Hmong Royalty Pageant 

1109 N 6th Street. 

Wausau, WI 54403 

 

Required Documents: 

$75.00 Registration Fee 

Mr. Hmong Royalty Pageant Application and Forms 

A headshot photo of yourself 

Sponsorship Form (if any) 

 

We look forward to meeting you soon.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

Lue Yang 
Mr. Hmong Royalty Pageant Coordinator 

 

Nou Stephanie Lor 
Mr. Hmong Royalty Pageant Vice Coordinator 
 
Michelle Vang  
Mr. Hmong Royalty Pageant Vice Coordinator 
Hmong Wausau Festival Planning Committee 
Hmong American Center, Inc. 
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